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justified from my point of view, I admitted that my condemnation
would lose much of its force. I should be deeply hurt and
ashamed, if the alleged Hindu desecration in Gulburga was found
to be true.

My visitors next asked me whether there was not a counter-
organization on the part of Hindus. I told them I know of no
Hindu organization instigating desecration of mosques, but I did
see that there was an organization of some Hindus, not an inconsi-
derable number, who were bent on provoking, writing insultingly of
Islam and grossly exaggerating Mussalman misdeeds. This was
unpardonable. In this respect, however, both parties were equally
to blame. The business of every well-wisher of the country was to
condemn those parties who promoted mischief and to leave no
stone unturned to stop it. I told my visitors that, if I was permitted
and assisted whole-heartedly by both the sections, I Was prepared,
singly if necessary and assisted if possible by colleagues, to conduct
an inquiry and find out who started the mischief, how it spread
and how it could be remedied.

Young India, 18-9-1924

123.  STATEMENT ANNOUNCING 21-DAT FAST*
September 18, 1924
The following is the statement which Mr. Gandhi issued on September
18, at Delhi in announcing his fast of 21 days.
The recent events have proved unbearable for me. My help-
lessness is still more unbearable. My religion teaches, me that
whenever there is distress which one cannot remove, one must fast
and pray.. I have done so in connection with my own dearest
ones. Nothing evidently that I say or write can bring the two
communities together. I am therefore imposing on myself a fast
of 21 days commencing from today and ending on Wednesday,
October 8. I reserve the liberty to drink water with or without
salt. It is both a penance and a prayer.
As penance I need not have taken the public into my con-
fidence, but I publish the fast as (let me hope) an effective prayer
both to Hindus and Mussalmans, who have hitherto worked in
unison, not to commit suicide. I respectfully invite the heads of
1 This was communicated to the Associated Press of Imjia by Gandhiji's
private secretary at 2 o'clock in the morning.